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MVARA 30th Anniversary...

By Carl Thurston, KC9HDS

Hard to believe, but it is the 30th anniversary of the founding of the MVARA. It seems especially
fitting that the MVARA guys have activated their new Emergency Mobile Station. They got it
from the La Crosse County Emergency Management Coordinator. It all came about last October,
but it took until April this year before it was turned over to them. It took added time for all of
the paperwork to be completed including the licensing of it and the setting up of the needed insurance policy to cover it. Due to COVID-19, it took a bit longer than expected to get all of that
done, but once it was all finalized they were ready to tear into it and make it their own.
It was originally supposed to be a La Crosse County Mobile Emergency Unit, but due to neglect it
sat idle for a number of years. When it was finally turned over to them, they found that they
were faced with a daunting task of cleaning, refurbishing and rewiring it to make it useful for its
intended purpose. Many of the pieces of the original equipment that it was equipped with were
either missing or so out of date that they were useless. It required a ground up rebuild and refitment in order to bring it up to the needed standards. This meant that the wiring in it needed
to be removed as most of it was laying on the floor where it did little good. New wiring was
strung through the wiring channels in the walls and new conduit was installed under it to reroute
the needed co-axial cables to the two main operating stations which includes one operating station in the front and one in the rear compartment.
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They made a special control counsel with all of the needed
connections to facilitate their current needs as well as allowing room for future expansions. There are cables for 4 separate rotors and their controls, CAT5 ethernet cabling was
installed in the walls as well, and a Computer cabinet with 3
computers added to the networking capabilities of it. It will
use a HotSpot connection to the Internet. It has a 15KW diesel powered Generator that gets its fuel directly from the
main fuel tank. It is equipped with a 30 foot tip up antenna
tower with multi-band yagi antennas with a rotor. All of this
plus the comfort of air conditioning, a refrigerator, and a
microwave. This unit is designed to go anywhere needed
and to set up quickly to operate on all of the HF bands as
well as VHF and UHF. This Association has come a long way.
They are now a 501(c)3 nonprofit with a number of active
generous sponsors.

It is good to know that this group is ready, willing and able to be an integral member of an emergency team. They have
been active in a number of emergency drills and plan to take this unit around to schools, malls, and anywhere that they
can go to further the interest in Amateur Radio. These guys have worked hard on this project and they say that this continues to be a work in progress, but feel that they are now ready for anything.
Happy 30th anniversary, and the best of luck in your endeavors. 73

UPCOMING EVENTS FOR AUGUST 2020

August 4...Program Night, Kevin Holcomb, KC9ZGD will give a Webinar on his Las Vegas vacation.
August 17...Trustee Meeting, contact Dan Abts, AB9TS at ab9ts@yahoo.com for information on
joining the meeting.

RARC Sunday Night 2Meter Net is held on the 146.970 repeater at 8:00 PM. Net control operators
for August are:
August 2, 2020
August 9, 2020
August 16, 2020
August 23, 2020
August 30, 2020

Rick kd9gvs
Kevin kc9zgd
David kd9epn
Shawn kd9kgq

Carl kc9hds
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Presidents Upper Side Band

...By Dan Abts, AB9TS

Here we are going into August and the pesky Covid-19 virus is still ruining our plans! The Swapfest scheduled for
August 8th at the Onalaska American Legion is cancelled. La Crosse County is still in the severe risk category for
spreading the virus. It looks like we won’t be doing Wisconsin Parks on the Air this year as a group. You could activate a park on your own if you like.
The June monthly RARC meeting didn’t go as planned. Severe weather caused a power outage at several places in
La Crosse. As luck would have it, one of these places was at Kevin KC9ZGD’s house. He was going to give a presentation on his Las Vegas vacation on WebEx but that would be difficult without power. He is scheduled to do it for the
August 4 meeting instead.
I hope you were able to get on the air for Field Day. I had fun working from my home on battery power. It is great
to have a tower with a nice tri-band Yagi. A lot of stations I worked with just one or two calls. I was surprised to
hear a few folks say “There’s a big signal” or “Great signal”. I just have 100 watts but it sure helps to be able to point
the beam in their direction. I worked SSB phone holiday style. I took a number of breaks, some for hours due to a
headache, sleep, food, family, etc. In all I made 183 contacts. Ninety six were on 20 meters, 39 on 15, 25 on 40 and
23 on 10. Drew AB9NE did very well. He made something like 292 contacts on FT8. Carl KC9HDS made about 36
contacts. I know Shawn KD9KGQ and Rick KC9GVS also participated from their homes as well.
The July meeting was a WebEx presentation on Winlink Express by Ken W9GM. Winlink Express is a program that
allows you to send and receive email messages over the air or over the internet. It is great to be familiar with this in
case the internet is down or you are in an area with no access. See Winlink.org for more information. We had 18
participants. Ken did a good job even with a few technical difficulties. We practiced in advance but we learned a
few things to make these go smoother in the future. Thank you Ken!
I’m looking for ideas for safe things we can do. One thing that came to mind is a digital net on the 146.97 repeater.
I tried this on the spur of the moment one Sunday night after the regular net. There were 8 people who checked in
and they all sounded clear and perfect. We can do that more often or send me suggestions on a better day and
time. Drew AB9NE suggested doing a NVIS test/demo with several stations around the county. This would be an
exercise in setting up a HF station with a low horizontal antenna for local communication. The details still need to be
worked out but this could be a possibility.
Try to stay home and stay healthy. Wear a mask when you go in stores.
Feel free to contact me with comments and suggestions at AB9TS@yahoo.com. 73 de Dan Abts AB9TS

Between family life and exploring Winlink HF email, Shawn Hicks KD9KGQ has been keeping himself busy working on some new handy talkie ornaments to be used on this year's
RARC Rotary Lights Christmas Tree. To date the event is still moving forward with some
modifications to address health concerns. More information to follow at a later date.
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SOLO FIELD DAY...Carl Thurston, KC9HDS

Field Day has been one of the most important opportunities for most Hams to operate on
an extended basis. It has also been an occasion where clubs could have its members united
in an activity. It was a time to exercise the skills needed to communicate effectively on the
air. A time to exchange ideas and methods to improve their skills. Because of this, in the
past, Field Day has been a key event where Hams, new and old could work together for a
common goal of improvement. It has been also a time when friendships could be established and nurtured. All of this in a fairly relaxed atmosphere with lots of food and beverages to fuel the efforts of all in attendance. The general public has always been invited and
encouraged to come and see what Amateur Radio is all about. Local news media and elected officials are always welcome as well. All of these things made up the typical Field Day
event in the past.
Fast forward to Field Day 2020. With the continued spread of COVID-19, what was normal
operations at this annual event had to be modified. Not everyone was in agreement as to
how to have a meaningful event on a scale of past Field Day events. Some tried to maintain
the status quo, but many, especially those individuals most at risk, were cautious about
gathering in a group as was the norm for this event. Even the ARRL recognized this by modifying the usual Field Day rules to accommodate those Hams who wanted to actively participate, but were concerned about their health and the heath of others who they might come
in contact with.
Much as I personally wanted to be directly involved in this event, I felt the need to be extra
cautious as both my XYL and I have health conditions that put us in the high risk category of
contracting this virus. Many of our members are also in this high risk group due to their age
or health concerns. So, I had a choice. I could ignore the possibility of causing either myself
or those that I might come in contact with, with the potential hazard from close contact, or
I could fore go an event that I really look forward to each year.
I choose the more cautious route and decided to operate solo from my own QTH. I confess
that I really missed the companionship of our usual Field Day event. The chance to see people that I seldom meet face to face. The opportunity to learn new modes of operation. The
rare times that I can be helpful to new Hams, (in spite of the fact that I hold an Extra Class
License, I feel that I know so little about radio that I'm not always comfortable about trying
to Elmer new Hams.) But I must admit that it was a really good event this year, even if I was
all by myself in my own shack with no distractions other that the crash of static and the
QRN that was often present as I endeavored to make as many QSOs as possible. It was fun.
I do look forward to getting back to the normal hustle and bustle of Field Days of yore
though. In the meantime, 73.
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Tech Classes Move Online

...Dan Romanchik, KB6NU

I’ve been teaching ham classes for more than a dozen years now. My specialty has been the one-day Tech class. In this
type of class, you review all of the questions in the question pool with the students over the course of six to eight hours,
and then immediately give them the test before they can forget anything.
I would hold these classes three or four times a year and regularly have 20 – 30 students in each class. The pandemic, of
course, has put the kibosh on these classes. The last one I taught was in January.
Frankly, I was wondering if I’d ever teach one again. A little over a month ago, however, I was approached by a fellow in
Portland, Oregon about teaching an online class for some folks that he’d corralled there. After giving it some thought, I
said yes.

So, now, in place of face-to-face classes, I’m teaching online Tech classes. There are plusses and minuses to this approach
One negative is that I miss the face-to-face interaction with the students. On the plus side, teaching online allows me to
offer classes more frequently. My first was in June. Last week, I completed the second class, and in August, I will teach a
third class.
I have had to make some changes to the format. Making people sit in front of a computer for six hours or more seemed
like cruel and unusual punishment. So, instead of a one-day class, the online class consists of four, two-hour sessions, span-

ning two weeks:
Session 1
Electrical Principles
Electronic Components and Circuit Diagrams
Session 2
Radio Wave Characteristics
Antennas and Feed Lines
Session 3
Amateur Radio Signals
Electrical Safety
Amateur Radio Practices and Station Setup
Sessions 4
Station Equipment
Operating Procedures
Rules and Regulations
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This seems to be working out pretty well. I’m using Zoom, and most people have been able to attend without too much
hassle. To simulate the whiteboard that I use extensively in the face-to-face class, I’m using the Autodesk Sketchbook
program (https://www.sketchbook.com/) and sharing my screen with the Zoom meeting attendees. To write on the
“whiteboard,” I’m using a Gaomon M10K2018 drawing tablet.
Sketchbook allows me to build up a document in layers, and the result is kind of a hybrid PowerPoint presentation and
whiteboard. I can make layers appear when I start discussing a particular topic and then write over them. For example,

when I go over the questions that use Ohm’s Law to calculate current in a circuit, I display the later with “E = I x R” and
on a second layer, show how to calculate the answers to the questions
To take the test, students have to sign up for an online test session. Fortunately, several VE groups are offering online,
remote testing. To sign up for one of these sessions, all students have to do is go to https://hamstudy.org/sessions. For
the first two classes, the W5YI VEC scheduled a special test session.
I foresee teaching these classes monthly until the demand wanes. The next class will start on Monday, August 3. To register for the class, go to https://www.kb6nu.com/product/next-online-tech-class/. To find out when these classes will take
place in the future, potential students can sign up for my mailing list by going to https://landing.mailerlite.com/
webforms/landing/m6l6t4.
=============================
Dan Romanchik, KB6NU, is the author of the KB6NU amateur radio blog (KB6NU.Com), the “No Nonsense” amateur
radio license study guides (KB6NU.Com/study-guides/), and often appears on the ICQPodcast (icqpodcast.com). When
he's not teaching ham radio classes, he likes to operate CW on the HF bands, go for long walks around Ann Arbor, MI,
and volunteer for Rotary Club service projects.

As you can see by the photos
the club trailer wheels have
been sandblasted and painted.
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RIVERLAND AMATEUR RADIO CLUB
Monday, July 20th, 2020 Board Meeting
MINUTES

Call to order: 5:41, 2241 UTC
Members Present :

Dan AB9TS, Carl KC9HDS, Shawn KD9KGQ, David KB9EWG, Rick KD9GVS, Drew AB9NE by

phone.

Approval of Minutes: David motioned to approve June minutes as written
Treasurer’s Report:

Available upon request from Drew, AB9NE

Officer’s Report:
Old Business:
The Club raffle license has been renewed.
Newsletter articles – Carl suggested interviewing the MVARA regarding their new bus, another possibility is David’s new
hamshack when he has it ready to go.
Fox Hunt – no progress
Swapfest – cancelled
Wires-X – A club member is working on a possible internet connection at our repeater tower site. More info will be presented as it is known.

Committee Reports:

New Business :
Rotary lights – Per Shawn, this event is still scheduled as of now.
Monthly program – Kevin’s Las Vegas presentation is scheduled for August on WebX or Zoom.
Greg K9LEC, has re-furbished the wheels on the Club’s trailer.
10 minute time-out-timer on the 146.970 repeater was questioned. 10 min. is the max.

Motion to Adjourn:

6:31, 2331 UTC
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CLUB INFORMATION
Riverland Amateur Radio Club
PO Box 621
Onalaska, WI 54650
The Key is published monthly and e-mailed to members and friends of the Riverland Amateur Radio Club by the 28th of
each month.
The newsletter focuses on news, announcements and activities of the Riverland Amateur Radio Club. It may also consists of news and information of interest to the Amateur Radio community as a whole. Guest editorials and articles related to Amateur Radio are welcome.
Address any correspondence or anything that should be included in the newsletter to: Greg Miller at
KA9FOZ@gmail.com.
The Riverland Amateur Radio Club maintains a website at rarc.qth.com. More information about the club can be found
there as well as past copies of The Key.
RARC also maintains a Facebook page where members add information and share there Amateur Radio adventures.
Please friend us at Riverland Amateur Radio Club—RARC.
RARC maintains a repeater that is located on the WXOW television tower above LaCresent, MN. 146.970 pl 131.8.
RARC holds a weekly 2meter net on Sundays at 8:00 PM on the 146.970 repeater.
Trustee Meeting is held the 3rd Monday of the month at Perkins Restaurant, 9428 State Road 16, Onalaska, WI 54650 at
5:30 PM, all club members are welcome.
Program evening is held the 1st Tuesday of the month at 7:00 PM, Elmer session at 6:30 PM at 401 West Avenue in LaCrosse.

Below are listed your RARC 2020 Board of Trustees and contact information.
President…………………....Dan Abts, AB9TS Email...ab9ts@yahoo.com
Vice-President……..David Peters, KB9EWG Email...kb9ewg@gmail.com
Secretary………..…....Rick Kolter, KD9GVS Email...rckolter@gmail.com
Treasurer…………..…...Drew Neve, AB9NE Email...ab9ne@yahoo.com
Trustee………….…..Carl Thurston, KC9HDS Email...kc9hds@gmail.com
Trustee……….………….….Bill Wood, KE9XQ Email...ke9xq@charter.net
Repeater Trustee…Shawn Hicks, KD9KGQ Email...eistim68@gmail.com
Newsletter Editor……..Greg Miller, K9LEC Email...ka9foz@gmail.com

