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Repeater
146.970 PL 131.8  

RARC Net
The club’s weekly net is 
8 p.m. Sundays on the 
146.970 repeater.

Program
Tues. Feb. 4, “Foxhunting.” 

Club meetings 
Club meetings are 7 p.m., 

Tuesday,  at Gundersen/Lutheran 
in La Crosse. They will be in 
meeting room 1 on the lower level 
of the clinic.

“Meeting of Elmers,” advice, 
discussion and help is at 6 p.m. 
in the conference room in the 
Gundersen Clinic. 

The Riverland Amateur Radio Club is a Special Service Club affiliated with the American Radio Relay League
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Winter Field Day comfort and joy
By Carl Thurston, KC9HDS

A Winter Field Day contact is scored by Van Elston, WA9FIO. Art Osborn, W0JDC, observes.

This year’s Winter Field Day was 
not nearly as cold as predicted, mainly 
because the participants were snugly 
entrenched in Greg Miller’s, KA9FOZ, 
shack. If you haven’t seen it, it must be 
admitted that it is a shack in name only. 

Beyond the usual HF gear that one 
would expect to see in the average Ham’s 
shack, it has two heaters, a gas wall heater 
and a backup ceiling electric heater, so it 
is needless to say it was very comfortable 
in there. In addition, there is a refrigerator 
stocked with beverages, a microwave oven, 
an HD TV with DVD player, a large coffee 
pot full of hot coffee and plenty of munch-
ies of all sorts, even some healthy ones.  

Now as I implied previously, Greg’s 
shack is far from ordinary.  Beyond all 
of the niceties that insure comfort, a 
complete machine shop is a large part of 
it. There are two lathes, a milling ma-
chine, drill press, band saw and grinders. 

Everything is laid out very carefully in 
Greg’s shack. There is no wasted space. 
The walls are lined with custom made 
shelving that contain many novelty items 
including model cars, trucks, tractors and 
other items of interest. The eye candy 
is very remarkable indeed.  If those of 
you who missed this event are now a bit 
jealous, it is little wonder. Greg’s shack is 
one of the nicest museums that I’ve ever 
seen. His collection of Ham gear is even 
more impressive. Picture a wall of shelves 
about 8 x 10 feet in area, covered with a 
fantastic assortment of rigs. There is a 
Johnson Ranger, a Ten Tec HF rig with 
power supply, a Yaesu FT 878D, about a 
dozen assorted Heathkit transmitters, 
amplifiers, tuners, and power supplies. 
There is so much there that I can’t even 
begin to recall all that he has, and it is all 
in working order.  

See “Winter,” page 4

The Amateur Radio population 
in the US has grown to its 
greatest number ever, 717,201 
licenses in the FCC database. 

Technicians hold 349,163 
licensees, followed by Generals 
at 167, 257, Amateur Extra 
licensees at 133,391, and 
Advanced licensees at 54,293. 
There are still slightly more 
than 13,000 Novice licensees on 
record too. Technician numbers 
have grown by 8.2 percent over 
the past decade. The General 
class has risen more than 18 
percent over the past 10 years. 
But the Amateur Extra class has 
grown a remarkable 27 percent.

Ham population 
largest ever



VE testin
g 

The next R
ARC VE testin

g 

for licens
ing will be Satur-

day, May 4.
Contact Roger Reader, 

KA9BKK, 608 783-0723 or 

readers@centurytel.net 
for 

details.
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Repeater Note
 There is a CW net available for 

those who would like to learn, or 
improve upon, their code abilities.

Bill Wood, KE9XQ, offers the informal net on 
the club’s 146.97 (PL 131.8) repeater. It is scheduled 
for 9 p.m. Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday evenings.

President’s Frequency 
Modulation
By Greg Miller, KA9FOZ

This month I want to pick up on a 
subject that I mentioned last month, that 
is monthly subjects chosen by the mem-
bership for discussion at each meeting. 
The reason for this is so that the mem-
bers will know what at least one of the 
subjects will be at the meeting. That way 
they can look up the subject in the ARRL 
Handbook or some other ham media and 
will have some input at the meeting. One 
of the items might be your expertise and 
you are welcome to come and share what 
you know to help educate the rest of us. I 

want to encourage this for the betterment of us all.
Here’s the list of subjects and the month they are our program. 

The Sunday Night Net also can get these discussions rolling.
Here they are:
l February: Fox Hunting (Direction Finding)
l March: Lightning Protection
l April: Public Service
l May: Digital Modes
l June: Portable Setups
l July: Remote Control Helicopter
l August: Special Event Activities and how to improve them
l September: Dipole Antenna Construction
l October: Computer Control Radio
l November: Tools For Mini Work
Keep in mind that this is what will be brought up but that does 

not mean that other topics may also be brought up and discussed.
Also as mentioned in my last column, we are also looking at a 

more limited business meeting each month to give more time to the 
social part of the meetings. We’ll talk about this at our Tues. Feb. 4, 
meeting. Be sure to be there for this possible, important change in 
our club operation.

Riverland Amateur Radio Club
P.O. Box 621
Onalaska, Wis.  54650

President ............. Greg Miller, KA9FOZ
Vice-president..... Van Elston, WA9FIO
Treasurer.............. Tom O’Brien, WB9BJQ
Secretary.............. Carl Thurston, KC9HDS
Newsletter editor .. Bob Seaquist, KC9IWE

Address correspondence regarding the club to 
Tom O’Brien, WB9BJQ, wb9bjq@charter.net

This newsletter is sent by e-mail to current and 
past RARC members and others. If you wish 
to change your address or subscription, e-mail 
KC9IWE@arrl.net 

Things to do
There are two great activities 

coming up, one outside and one 
inside. Outdoors, of course, is 
the Freeze Your Butt Off ( www.
azscqrpions.com/fybo2009rules.html  ) 
contest in which temperature at 
the operating position is part of 
the exchange! To warm up from 
that, come inside and tune for 
student teams operating in the 
weekday, Monday-to-Friday School 
Club Roundup. February is full of 
contesting fun!

Officers re-elected
Riverland Amateur Radio Club officers were 

elected to serve in 2014. They are: Greg Miller, 
KA9FOZ, president; Van Elston, WA9FIO, vice-
president; Tom O’Brien, WB9BJQ, treasurer; 
and Carl Thurston, KC9HDS, secretary. Action 
was taken at the club’s December meeting.
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Calendar
Sat Feb 1
➻ Minnesota QSO 

Party, 8 a.m.-6 p.m., 
www.w0aa.org/
➻ 10-10 Int. Winter 

Contest, SSB, www.ten-ten.org/Forms/
QSO%20Party%20Rules.pdf

Sun Feb 2
➻ ARRL Centennial Station 

W1AW/Ø, 8 a.m.-6 p.m., www.w0ne.
org/
➻ FYBO Winter QRP Sprint, www.

azscqrpions.com/fybo2009rules.html
➻ North American Sprint, CW, 

http://ncj.arrl.org/Sprint-Rules.pdf

Tue Feb 4
➻ Riverland Amateur Radio Club, 7 

p.m., Gundersen Lutheran, La Crosse. 
Elmer session at 6 p.m. “Foxhunting.”

Sat Feb 15
➻ MRAC/MAARS Swapfest, Brook-
field, Wis. www.w9rh.org
➻ Cabin Fever Reliever Hamfest, 
Saint Cloud, Minn. www.w0sv.org

Sat March 9
Wisconsin QSO Party, www.warac.

org/wqp/wiqp_rules.htm

Inventory your shack equipment
Would you know what is in your shack 

if you had a fire, or, worse yet, would 
your widow know what nuggets of gold 
are in that dusty mess? The average Ham 
has thousands of dollars worth of equip-
ment yet he probably doesn’t realize it 
until it’s too late. 

Probably the simplest inventory a Ham 
can have would be a simple written log 
that has the name of the piece, its pur-
chase price and date. While you’re at it, 
take some snapshots and burn them to a 
CD. Store it in your safe deposit box. 

Some guys use their computer and 
build their inventory in Microsoft Excel. 
It can be easily refined over time. Buy-
ing new gear is easy...you can add to it 
almost 100 percent from memory at the 
time when the gear is received. Sales or 
disposal is equally easy as “Sold VOM to 
W1XYZ for $25 on 1 Nov 13”.

The key is to keep it simple. Remember 
that you will miss some items but they 
can be added when you desire. Price is the 
purchase price (a fact at the time the item 
is bought), and not a current valuation. 

Record description, purchase date, 
purchase price and notes. One column 
per category, one row per item.

For those with smart phones Apps 

are available  such as “Home Gallery” 
by Liberty Mutual Insurance (free). It 
provides some prompts and it matches 
your phone’s photos with items.

You could start your entry process by 
entering the most expensive gear first 
as this follows a good business principle 
of putting effort on the most important 
gear. Don’t forget antennas and outside 
towers, equipment, and gear in the car.

On small parts of unknown value, just 
citing one lot at $1 will help ensure that 
this category is not missed at the time of 
your trip to the big QTH in the sky. 

When you have invested a small 
amount of time you have an accurate 
record to discuss with your insurance 
agent if you feel you may want addition-
al QTH insurance.

If you feel the inventory process is 
tough for you, imagine how tough it 
would be for your widow and/or friends 
who have not the same knowledge as 
you do of the equipment by function 
and value?

You may well be surprised at the dollar 
value you have tied up in your equip-
ment. You also have a file that can easily 
be stored on your PC, safeguarded in a 
vault, and sent via e-mail.

Rich Strand, KL7RA, offers some 
good advice about tuning a crowded 
band. “The radios today have excel-
lent filters so everyone is packed tight. 
When I called someone I got answers 
on either side of the station I was call-
ing giving me a report as well - once 
three stations sent me a report!” Be 
aware of who thinks they are working 
you! Send the station’s call with your 
exchange to avoid NILs (Not-In-Log) 
if you think there may be some confu-
sion.

Word to the wise



If this all sounds like all we did was 
drool over Greg’s gear, that wouldn’t be 
too far from the truth.  Anyway it was 
very good of Greg to invite a bunch of 
Hams into his lovely, neat, well main-
tained shack especially since the weath-
er outside was far from commodious. 
The ambient temperature was hovering 

slightly above zero and with the wind 
chill factor, it was well below zero.  

We utilized Greg’s Yaesu FT 878, the 
club’s Kenwood TS 570 of and my Yaesu 
FT 897D. This last rig was used only 

when we were having difficulty with the 
FT 878, which was not transmitting at 
full power.  We suspected that there was 
a problem with the antenna array, but 
was unable to pinpoint the cause of the 
trouble. The Kenwood was put to use 
so that there would be more members 
of the club familiar enough with it to 
use it effectively as the need might 
arise. As it often seems when we get 
together to participate in an event 
like this, a great deal of time is spent 
chasing the Gremlins, so the number 
of QSOs was limited, but some good 
ones were achieved:  Bob Seaquist, 
KC9IWE, made his first contact with a 
Ham in Alaska and he also made contact 
with a club in Arizona that was partici-
pating in the annual “Freeze you butt 
off!” event.  They were complaining that 

the temperature there was a frigid 70 
degrees F, which made us all laugh at the 
thought of freezing at 70 degrees.  

So much for setting the scene. To 
say that this was a rather relaxed event 
would be to put it mildly. We were all so 
laid back that falling asleep was a real 
danger. The coffee and the conversa-
tion on and off the air kept us going, 
but as our designated shut down time 
neared things got even more relaxed and 
at 3:30 p.m. the event just ground to a 
halt nearly all by itself. The main goal 
of this event for us was to gather, have 
an enjoyable time, learn more about the 
club’s Kenwood, and make the equip-
ment available for Hams to use that 
might not have HF gear of their own to 
use. Unfortunately, due to the extremes 
of the weather, many of the younger 
Hams who could have participated were 
busy with snow removal or other winter 
related jobs that kept them away.  So 
another Winter Field Day is over, and  
that’s about all to be told about foibles 
of the Old, the Bold, and the not so 
Cold. 
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Riverland Amateur Radio Club Winter Field Day participants Greg Miller, KA9FOZ, left, and Carl Thur-
ston, KC9HDS, puzzle over a transceiver’s output

Winter, continued from page 1

A little Winter FD fuel.

Winter FD participants
Van Elston, WA9FIO, Bob Seaquist, 
KC9IWE, Art Osborn, W0JDC, Carl Thur-
ston, KC9HDS, Greg Miller, KA9FOZ.


