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Riverland Amateur 
Radio Club
P.O. Box 621
Onalaska, Wis.  54650

Repeater
146.970 PL 131.8  

RARC Net
8 p.m. Sundays on the 
146.970 repeater.

Club meetings 
7 p.m., Tuesday,  meet-
ing room 1, lower level, 
Gundersen/Lutheran La 
Crosse. Elmer session 6 
p.m.

RARC Web page
http://rarc.qth.com/

The Riverland Amateur Radio Club is a Special Service Club affiliated with the American Radio Relay League
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T H E  K E Y

Out in the snow, out in Wisconsin’s January, 
out in Ham radio heaven was Winter Field 
Day Jan. 30. In the club trailer the heater 
had it shirt-sleeve warm and even in Dan 
Abts’, AB9TS, portable fishin’ shanty it was 
cozy. The trailer was positioned so that Greg 
Miller’s, KA9FOZ, big dipole could be easily 
connected to the club Kenwood in the trailer. 
Miller had generators running, one for the 
outhouse and the other to supply the trailer. 

All this careful preparation, and for what? 
We decided that our club would do a cameo 
appearance at Winter Field Day this year, 
which is better than what we did last year for 
this event, which was nothing. I know that it 
is cold outside and I’m know there are better 
places to be than out in the cold attempting a 
rag chew with someone in Florida, where it is 
nice and warm.

What is it that drives Hams to submit to 
this sort of thing? 

We abbreviated  our involvement this year 
to just three hours, from 1 p.m. – 4 p.m. And 
we made something better than 80 Qs.

There are hardy individuals in our club who 
are not daunted by the possibility of getting 
frost bitten fingers while attempting to 
operate under winter time conditions. They 
are: Abts; Scott Cross, KB3MKD; Kevin 
Holcomb, KC9ZDG; Miller; Bob Seaquist, 
W9LSE; myself; and Bill Wood, KE9XQ. 

Not everyone is so concerned with personal 
comfort when there is a point to be made. 
We were really competitive only operating for 
three of the 24 hours but that didn’t matter. 
The point is there are some who feel that any 
effort at all is better than no effort. There is 
the need to stretch one’s limits and go where 
others are afraid to go.  

That is why we participated in Winter 
Field Day. It is a time and place to show one’s 
mettle and do something not because it is 
easy, but because it is hard. Perhaps there will 
be more interest in this event in the future. 
In the meantime, those of us who were 
daring enough to ignore the weather and the 
other hardships that had to be overcome to 
participate in this event, have the satisfaction 
that comes from being able to say, “Winter 
Field Day 2016?  Ya I was there and in spite of 
the cold it was fun!

Why Winter Field Day?
By Carl “Frosty” Thurston, KC9HDS

Dan Abts, AB9TS, fishin’ shanty 
portable for Winter Field Day.

Kevin Holcomb, KC9ZGD and Scott Cross, KB3MKD, 
operate at Winter Field Day.
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President’s Frequency 
Modulation
By Kevin Holcomb, KC9ZGD

Greetings to all as we enter into the second 
month of this great new year. It’s been dark, it’s 
been cold, but it’s always a good time to be on 
the air. There is nothing like sitting in your shack 
and operating HF or checking into the net, or 
just making general contacts. As we go through 
the year, more and more activities will become a 
part of our ham life such as the run/walks, bike races, Field Day, and 
parades. As we dream about the nicer weather, we can be assured 
that there will be more days to operate outside coming soon.

I personally will be getting outside to add to my antenna 
collection and I plan to upgrade my license sooner-then-later. 

The executive board has big goals for moving the club forward 
and making this a great year. There are special materials for 
a program after each meeting and some great ideas for the 
Elmer session. Be sure you make it to meetings for what will be 
interesting,  educational, fun and social times.

Another thing to look for is getting all the Hams in the area 
together to reenergize ARES/RACES and be more active in the 
surrounding area. The goal is to contact the youth of the area and 
get them interested in ham radio so we can get more involved in 
providing the public service that we are to do as a club and as Hams.  

Storm Spotting training is coming up which is a good time 
to refresh our skills. With the ever-changing weather we need 
everyone to stay up-to-date on the training. 

We are heading in the right direction. Some may ask why or how 
I come up with that. Simple! We are more active than we think we 
are. Heck, while on vacation near Fargo and Grand Forks I tried 
to make contacts on their repeaters with no luck. These areas are 
a whole lot bigger than La Crosse and yet a person can listen or 
monitor our repeaters and there is some activity and if you call out, 
some one usually answers.

So I ask for everyone to commit to the club and the Amateur Radio 
hobby. Let’s all make a difference and encourage the Hams we have to 
be more active and to encourage new people to get licensed.

Riverland Amateur Radio Club
P.O. Box 621
Onalaska, Wis.  54650

President ............. Kevin Holcomb, KC9ZGD
Vice-president..... Dan Abts, AB9TS
Treasurer.............. Greg Miller, KA9FOZ
Secretary.............. Bob Seaquist, W9LSE
Newsletter editor .. Bob Seaquist, W9LSE
Address correspondence regarding the club to Greg 
Miller, ka9foz@gmail.com. This newsletter is sent by 
e-mail to current and past RARC members and others. 
If you wish to change your address or subscription, 

The Riverland Amateur Radio Club will host        
license testing, 9 a.m. Sat. Feb. 6, Church of 
Christ, 3506 28th St. South, La Crosse. Register 
at least five days in advance with Roger Reader, 
KA9BKK, 608 783-0723 or readers@centurytel.net.

Club Executive Board 
Tues. Jan. 19 
President Kevin Holcomb, KC9ZGD; Treasurer 

Greg Miller, KA9FOZ; Vice-President Dan Abts, 
AB9TS; and Secretary Bob Seaquist, W9LSE.

3 Board meetings will continue to be the King 
Street Kitchen at 6 p.m. on the third Tuesday. All 
club members are invited to attend. 

3 Winter Field Day operations will be at Greg 
Miller’s, W7755 A. Johnson Rd. Holmen Wis., from 
1-4 p.m. in club trailer. 

3 Holcomb will designate committees for Field 
Day, Repeater, Programs, Activities as well as 
appointing members to chair the committees.

3 Miller asked that the club look into having a 
meeting place it could call its own as well as use for 
operating.

3 Abts suggested club members make brief 
presentations at each club meeting telling about 
their shacks, equipment they have, and their 
interest in Ham radio. 

3 Club will pay a $100 license fee so that 
it may present segments of the DVD series, 
“Understanding Modern Electronics” at club 
meetings. Miller 
paid for the DVD 
himself. The first 
showing will be at the Feb. 2 meeting.

3 Members will be asked to approve a by-laws 
change that would establish an executive committee 
to conduct club business. The committee would 
consist of the four officers, club trustee and two 
other club members. In an open-to-all monthly 
meeting the group would conduct club business 
so that general membership meetings would be 
reserved just for programs and social activities.
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Freeze Your Butt Off
Bitterly cold February operating offers another Ham radio di-

mension in the FYBO (Freeze Your Butt Off) FYBO Winter QRP 
Sprint, sponsored by the Arizona ScQRPions. It runs 8 a.m.-6 p.m. 
CDT Saturday, Feb. 6, on HF near QRP calling freqs (no WARC 
bands). It is CW or SSB, 5W max.

The fun of FYBO is going out and setting up in the snow 
because your score is enhanced by the temperature at your operat-
ing position. Obviously Martin Gillen, VA3SIE, plowing into the 
Canadian wilderness has an advantage. The sponsoring Arizona 
ScQRPions, on the other hand, have what looks like a June Field 
Day set up. What they lack in low temperature is made up with 
grilled hamburgers and potato salad.

FYBO rules are at www.azscqrpions.com/fybo2009rules.html  

Martin Gillen, VA3SIE, is a frequent, and cold, participant in FYBO.

Tue. Feb 2
➻ Riverland Amateur Radio Club meeting,  
p.m.,  meeting room 1, lower level, Gunder-
sen/Lutheran La Crosse. Elmer session 6 p.m.
Sat. Feb 6
➻ Minnesota QSO Party, 8 a.m -- 6 p.m. 
www.w0aa.org/index.php?option=com_content&vi
ew=article&id=8&Itemid=7
➻ License testing, 9 a.m. Church of Christ, 
3506 28th St. South, La Crosse. Register at 
least five days in advance with Roger Reader, 
KA9BKK, 608 783-0723 or readers@centurytel.
net.
Tue. Mar 1
➻ Riverland Amateur Radio Club meeting,  
p.m.,  meeting room 1, lower level, Gunder-
sen/Lutheran La Crosse. Elmer session 6 p.m.
Sat. Mar 5
➻ Eau Claire 29th Annual Amateur Equip-
ment Auction, 8 a.m.- 2 p.m., Doors Open at 
7 a.m., Saving Grace Lutheran Church, 2124 
East Ridge Center, Eau Claire.  http://ecarc.org/
Sat. Mar 12
➻ Midwinter Madness Hobby Electronics 
Show, 8 a.m. - 1 p.m., Buffalo Civic Center, 
1306 Country Rd 134, Buffalo, MN.

C a l e n d a r

Parks event huge already
The year-long ARRL’s National Parks on the Air 

(NPOTA) event got off to a strong start, with con-
siderable activity reported on the HF bands and 
even some on the SO-50 satellite. Throughout 2016, 
Amateur Radio will be helping the National Park 
Service (NPS) to celebrate its 100th anniversary. 
Hams will activate NPS units, promote the Park 
Service, and showcase Amateur Radio to the public. 

“Pileups are pretty strong,” said ARRL’s Sean 
Kutzko, KX9X. 

The program has tracks for Chasers and Activa-
tors. Chasers try to make contact with operators 
in as many of the NPS units as possible. Activators 
attempt to activate as many of the units as possible. 

Storm spotting sessions announced
Training for spring and 

summer storm spotting is 
already being tentatively 
scheduled for 6:30 p.m. 
Tuesday,  April 5, in the 
MaryCrest Auditorium, 
Mayo Health System, La 
Crosse. The training ses-
sion will be April’s RARC 
club meeting as well. A 
storm spotting class is also 
planned for 7 p.m., Thurs-
day. April 7, in Hokah. Re-
fer to the official National 
Weather Service site for other locations, www.weather.
gov/arx/skywarn_schedule


